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November 2021 Newsletter 

Trinity Lutheran Church-ELCA  

Cook, Minnesota 

TRINITY  

òThrough the active love and grace of God we as a body of Christ are called  

to invite, welcome, and care for all.ó 

 
Thanks to Deacon Brenda 
Tibbetts, who lead worship 
on Sunday, October 24, 
while Pastor Erika was on a 
well-deserved vacation.  If 
you missed the service and 
have access to the internet, 
you can still watch it on the 
Trinity YouTube channel, 
Facebook page, or website. 
 
Thanksgiving for Baptism       

The Annual Congregational Meeting was held following the 
worship service on October 17. Three council members (Bill 
Conger, Julie Horihan, and Crystal Phillips) were elected, the 
budget for 2022 was approved, and Larry Kujala was elected as 
2022 delegate for the Voyageurs Lutheran Ministry annual 
meeting.  Copies of unapproved minutes can be found on page 
4 and copies of the new budget is available from the office. 
 
At the time of this newsletter printing, the congregational vote 
regarding the call of a Congregational Care Minister has not yet 
been held.  A special meeting called by the Trinity Council will 
be held on Sunday, October 31, 2021, following worship. More 
details will be available soon!   

 
THE DIRECTORY IS HERE and it turned out Great!   
If you have not yet picked up a copy for yourself, a 
family member, or a Friend of Trinity, please do! The 
two-part (pictorial and address) ɤnished product is 
available in the Fellowship Hall or in the ofɤce during  
regular hours (Tuesday-Thursday, 9 - 4).  
 
Thanks so much to Julie Horihan 
for coordinating the project; 
Connie Stone and Becky Smith 
for capturing the true essence 
of Trinityȴs people; Mickey Maki, 
Lynn Polich, Jody Bixby, Lindy 
Wilenius, Elizabeth Storm, and 
Crystal Phillips for help with 
updates; Pastor Erika and Beth 
Sprouls for more eyes on the 
proof. 

NOTICE: Pastor Erika will be out of the office the week of 
November 1-7, 2021.  PrLiz Cheney will be available for 
pastoral care needs. Retired Pastor Ellen Taube will preside 
during worship on Sunday. 
 
The Trinity office will be closed Wednesday, November 3, 
2021. There will also be NO YOUTH ACTIVITIES on that 
day.  

Worship at the Gazebo: the weather wasnôt 
quite as cooperative, but our second summer 
service in the park was also well-attended and 
all seemed to enjoy the fellowship following 
the service. Thanks, Jody Bixby for the coffee 
and goodies.   
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By the time you read this is will be November but if the November weather is anything like the October 
weather we are having, it is just too nice to sit inside all day long!  
 
Sitting outside in the evening or letting my dog out early in the morning with green grass and the  
beautiful falling leaves of yellows and reds and the quietness of the world, I canôt help but feel the  
presence of God. The beauty of the world in the season of fall and even into early winter feeds my soul. 

As I drive to and from places as see the beauty of this land lines of hymns come to my head, ñSurely, the presence of the 
Lord is in this placeò and ñFor the beauty of the earth, for the beauty of the skies;ò.  

 
In the midst of the chaos that is our county, state, country, and world right now, what we all need is to have our 

souls fed. We all need to take time to set down the ñsideò we are on for whatever issue we are taking ñsidesò on. We 
need to take time to step back from the constant battling and the demanding of others to see that we are right and they are 
wrong. We need to find what feeds our souls, for if our souls arenôt fed by God and all that God has and is given to us, 
the battles will continue to rage and our souls will wither. 

 
I share this quote with you: ñThere are two places you need to go oftenéthe place that heals you and the place 

that inspires you.ò B. Nicole @ Ground Growing. 
 
If you put down your love or hate for masks, vaccines, and other issues, where are you right now? What is are 

your core? How does your soul need to be fed? Where is your healing place and the place that inspires you? 
 
There is a lot going on in the world right now. There are a lot of issues that you can pick a side on. There are 

times it is hard to have faith in God.  
 
But God is here in this place. God is calling you to go to those places that heal and inspire you rather than the 

places that cause anger, pain and rash decisions. Find a way to find your soul and feed your soul. 
 
See God, see the good, feed your souls, 
 

Pr. Erika 

From Pastor Erika 

�*�L�Y�H���W�R���W�K�H���0�D�[���ò���1�R�Y�H�P�E�H�U�������� 
 
Itȴs the great Minnesota give together, and Voyageurs Lutheran Ministry needs 
your help to reach our goal of raising $40,000 in one day.  The success of this  
annual November day of giving is made possible by the generous donations of 
those who love Camp Hiawatha and Camp Vermilion. Your support keeps camp 
affordable for everyone!  
 
Learn more at �Z�Z�Z���J�L�Y�H�P�Q���R�U�J���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���9�R�\�D�J�H�X�U�V- �/�X�W�K�H�U�D�Q- �0�L�Q�L�V�W�U�\ and watch the VLM social 
media pages for updates on this fun day of giving. 

Bible Quest began fall sessions on October 6, 2021.  

After time off for MEA weekend, the kids returned on 

October 27 for a party with activities such as games, 
face painting, crafts, and of course, snacks.  Thanks 

to Lindy Wilenius, Mickey Maki, Kim Marwick, Bailey 

Conger, Ivy Chaulklin, Kate Cheney and numerous 

confirmation students for assisting Pr. Erika with all 

the fun. NOTE: There will be no BQ on November 3rd.  

YƛƳ aŀǊǿƛŎƪΣ aƛŎƪŜȅ aŀƪƛ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǎƴŀŎƪǎ 

[ƛƴŘȅ ²ƛƭŜƴƛǳǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƪƛŘǎ 

IŀƭƭƻǿŜŜƴ tƘƻǘƻ .ƻƻǘƘ Cǳƴ 
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