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October 2021 Newsletter 

Trinity Lutheran Church-ELCA  

Cook, Minnesota 

TRINITY 

“Through the active love and grace of God we as a body of Christ are called  

to invite, welcome, and care for all.” 

IT WAS SO NICE...WE’RE DOING IT TWICE! 
 
Join us again on October 3, 2021, at the Gazebo in the Cook City Park.  Bring a blanket, bring a chair, bring a friend 
for another hymn sing worship.  The Trinity singers will be doing another pop-up choir, also.    
The service will begin at 9:30 am and will be livestreamed on Facebook; available later on YouTube and the website, 
trinitycook.org for those who are unable to join us earlier.  
Thank you to all the hardy Minnesotans that came to join voices with us last month as we celebrated the youth and the 
beginning of a new school year. Hope to see you soon!                                                                          (More pictures inside) 

 
The pop-up 
choir will be 
singing on 
October 3.  
Anyone is 
welcome to 
join the group 
during the 
anthem --  
previous  
experience 
not necessary. 
 
 

Lots of visiting, fellowship and fond farewells to our summer friends.  

          -          -          -          -          -          -          -          -          -          -          -          -          -          -                 

ANNUAL MEETING: OCTOBER 17 
Council Elections & Budget Approval  
October brings lots of things: colored leaves, Bible 
Quest, confirmation, Grace Notes and maybe soon, 
choir practice.  It also brings the annual meeting 
for Trinity members following worship service.   
 
This is an important meeting which elects new 
council members and approves the budget for the 
coming year, 2022. Two council spots will be open 
for a 2-year term and the council is looking for 
others to step up to be added to the ballot.  Please 
prayerfully consider becoming a valued member of 
the church council. 
 
Copies of the new budget will be available in the 
office prior to the meeting on October 17. 
 
If you are interested and need more information, 
please contact Bill Conger, Council President, any 
of the current members, Pastor Erika or Sue  
Carstens. 

Vickie Lange 
Judy & Bruce Anderson 

An Important Electronic Giving  
Notice from the Treasurer:  
On September 30th the present GivePlus 
app will be retired and a new app is  
available in Google Play and the Apple 
store called Vanco Mobile. 
 
If you presently have automatic giving  
set up with Vanco, you will not need to 
do anything different. If you use the app  
occasionally, you will need to download  
the new app.  
 
Currently, you cannot split giving on the new app. You will need 
to enter each amount (ie: to Growing in Grace, Memorial, etc.) as a 
separate transaction; at present Vanco is working on this. If you go 
online to give, nothing has changed.  
 
If you should have questions, feel free to 
call me at the church office for help. 
 
Thank you, Sue Carstens 

Jody Bixby 
Brenda Tibbetts 
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Trinity Lutheran Church, ELCA 
Council Meeting Minutes 

 
Present: Council members:  Bill Conger, Jody Bixby, Pastor Erika Foss, Lynn Polich, and Bruce Garbisch attended in 
 person; Bob Walker, Deb Gordon, and Mike Enzmann attended via Zoom.  Also in attendance was Sue Carstens
 -bookkeeper/treasurer.   
 
Meeting: Called to order at 2:34 pm by President Bill Conger. Devotions and prayer were led by Deb. 
 
Agenda: Motion to approve the agenda was made by Jody, second by Bob. Motion carried. 
 
Secretary’s Report: A motion was made by Pr. Erika, and second by Jody, to approve the previous minutes as written.  
 Motioned carried. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Sue went over the reports and a motion was made by Bruce, and seconded by Lynn, to approve the 
 report as given.  Motion carried.  
 
Pastor’s Report: Confirmation will start next Wednesday. She will be attending the Annual Fall Theological conference 
 the end of September via video. 
 
President’s Report: Nothing new since last report. 
 
Old Business:   

 Covid: With the increase in cases, especially breakthrough cases in St. Louis County, we will continue with  
  recommending  mask-wearing in the building. 
 Also, a motion was made by Bruce, second by Bob, to require all kids ages 3-18 involved in youth activities, and 

 all adults working with this age group during these activities, to wear masks while in the building.  
  Motion carried. 
 Call committee: Bruce reported that the committee is being very well-run by lead person Julie Horihan and that 

 the position has been officially listed on the synod website.  There have been no applicants thus far, but 
 the committee has done  a “mock interview” to be prepared. 

 
New Business: 

Nominations for council: Deb and Bob will not be running for another term.  Lynn will ask Bill Tibbetts to run.  
 We will need at least one more name for the ballot at the annual meeting in October. 

Bible Quest: is planned to start the first Wednesday in October, depending on the covid situation. 
After discussion, it was suggested to donate the van to Camp Vermilion and Pr. Erika will contact them.  
  Personal vehicles will be used to transport kids, in the meantime. Also, Lynn will contact Big Woods 

 Transit to see if they can transport kids to church. 
Background checks will be done through the St. Louis County Sheriff’s Department on all church staff and  
  anyone who will be working with the youth. 
Funerals: The council recommended that Pr. Erika continue to request that families wear masks during funerals, 

 as this is what is requested of anyone entering the building, noting that our parishioners are at about 90% 
 wearing masks during services. 

Pr. Erika has been reviewing fee schedules at other churches for funerals and will have more information at the 
 next council meeting. 

Fire-safe cabinet: A motion was made by Deb, second by Jody, to purchase a 4-drawer fire safe cabinet for the 
 office, at an estimate of $700.  Motion carried. 

Budget: After discussion, a motion was made by Jody, second by Deb, to accept the 2022 Budget that was  
  presented by the budget committee of Sue, Deb, Lisa Ojanen, and Patti Naughton.  Motion carried. 

 
Announcements: None. 
 
The next regular council meeting will be held on Thursday, October 14, 2021, at 2:30 pm. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 4:17pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Deb Gordon, Secretary 

Annual Meeting is Coming Up  -- Sunday, October 17, following morning worship. Council is seeking members inter-
ested and willing to serve: there will be at least two positions open.  If you would like more information, please contact 
Pr. Erika or any council member (Bill Conger, Mike Enzmann, Bruce Garbisch, Lynn Polich, Deb Gordon, Jody Bixby 
or Bob Walker). 
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     On February 4, 1968, Martin Luther King, Jr. delivered his last sermon at Ebenezer Baptist     
     Church, titled “The Drum Major Instinct,” the sermon was inspired by Mark 10:43 (NIV):  
 

“Whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant.”  
 
     Dr King, inspired from this passage said:  
 “If you want to be important—wonderful. If you want to be recognized—wonderful. If 

you want to be great—wonderful. But recognize that he who is greatest among you shall be your servant. 
That's a new definition of greatness. By giving that definition of greatness, it means that everybody can be 
great, because everybody can serve. You don't have to have a college degree to serve. You don't have to make 
your subject and your verb agree to serve. You don't have to know about Plato and Aristotle to serve. You 
don't have to know Einstein's theory of relativity to serve. You don't have to know the second theory of thermo-
dynamics in physics to serve. You only need a heart full of grace, a soul generated by love. And you can be 
that servant.” 
  
Where are you called as a servant of Christ? Is it to help in one of the ministries here at church? Is it doing 
work around the church? Is it a service group in our community? There are many ways to be a servant but we 
must remember we are all called to be servants of Christ.   
 

Be the servant you are called to be.  
Pr. Erika 

 
PS. If you need help finding a place to serve as a servant please call me 666 -5965, email me at  
pastorerikafoss@gmail.com, text me at 651-245-8588, or talk to me!! There is much work to be done in the 
kingdom of God here and now! 

From Pastor Erika 

 
October 3  
God’s Name is Revealed 
Exodus 2:23-25; 3:1-15; 4:10-17  
Secondary Text 
John 8:58 

October 17  
God Calls Samuel 
1 Samuel 3:1-21  
Secondary Text 
John 20:21-23  

October 10  
God Provides Manna 
Exodus 16:1-18  
Secondary Text 
John 6:51 

October 24  
God Calls David 
1 Samuel 16:1-13; Psalm 51:10-14   
Secondary Text 
John 7:24 

October 31  
Solomon’s Temple 
1 Kings 5:1-5; 8:1-13  
Secondary Text 
John 2:19-21  

Scripture Readings for October 

Bibles, Blessings & Backpacks: Pastor 
Erika began last month’s “Worship at 
the Gazebo” by presenting Bibles to 
many Trinity youth and concluded the 
service by blessing the backpacks at 
the start of a new school year. 

mailto:pastorerikafoss@gmail.com
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President’s Report 
 
Summer is over and autumn is here. The leaves are changing like they do every year, and many other 
signs of the season are appearing; camo clothes, camo vehicles, football regalia and frost on the pumpkin. 
This autumn is different in that the world, our country and our community are still riding the Covid-19 
roller coaster. Some might think that some of us at Trinity are overdoing the safety thing by wearing  
helmets, seatbelts and roll-bars while others are standing and waving at friends as they ride past.   
Trinity is a small subset of the local community. I spend a fair amount of my time participating in the 
worship and Christian fellowship at Trinity because I believe it is good for me. I belong to Trinity because it has been a 
place where my individual relationship with God has been nourished in boundless ways. The Trinity family has been 
committed over the decades to my spiritual well being and I feel a commitment to Trinity in return.   
I believe that God is a mystery that no human being can completely solve or totally master. At Trinity I have been fed 
endless clues to the mystery both through innovative worship, inspired preaching and the acts of love of the congrega-
tion. I have never been told that God is this or that, and there is no need to look for your own relationship. I have never 
been told that there is only one path to God so don’t bother questioning what you are told. I have always felt that my  
relationship with God is my responsibility and that the Trinity family is here to help me find the way that works for me. 
This is my interpretation and belief of what Martin Luther brought to the Christian church way back when.   
I believe that God would like all of us on Earth to get along. After 18 months of Covid, it is becoming clear that we are 
having a harder time than normal loving all our neighbors. There are growing divisions over all aspects of Covid, rang-
ing from “Covid is nothing to worry about” to “these people are trying to kill me and my family”. It is an emotional time 
in my life, and I am sure it is in yours, too.  
The Trinity Council has decided that the best way to love each other is to protect each other from harm. We feel there is 
ample proof that Covid is a public health hazard well above anything else we face in normal times, and that we have an 
obligation to provide a safe building for all. We would rather err on the side of safety, not danger. So, we take any rec-
ommendations or requirements we make seriously and with great deliberation. We don’t like Covid any more than you 
do, but we are obliged to deal with it.   
I realize there may be differences of opinion on how we are handling this situation. I would hope that if you disagree 
with our policies on Covid or anything else that you would let your concerns be known to me or any other council mem-
ber. I would encourage anyone to show us how Jesus would lead us down another path. I would also encourage you to 
consider volunteering to serve on the Council so you can share your view point.   
The roller coaster is on another, and hopefully the last, uphill climb. In a month from now we should be coasting down 
the other side towards the end of the ride. We will still be living in Cook, we will still be neighbors and we will still be 
needing each other. Please pray for the strength and compassion to love those with whom we have disagreed. I know I 
need a booster shot of that.  
 
Peace and good health to you,  
Bill Conger 

Just a friendly reminder that our weekly offerings are what keep us going.  Whether you join us in person or online, the 
ministry and mission of Trinity depends on your faithful giving.  Continuing to send in your weekly or monthly offering 
is appreciated as we continue to navigate this pandemic and unprecedented time in which we continue to find ourselves.   

Scenes from a Gazebo... 
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This QR code, when 
scanned, will take 
you directly to the 
new VancoMobile 
link. 
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Thank You to the online shoppers who have designated Trinity for donations through AmazonSmile. Every time you 
shop, Trinity receives a donation (0.5% of eligible purchases - no fees, no extra cost) if you so choose.  
 

Donations January - June because YOU designated TLC is $54.39. 
 

Go to https://smile.amazon.com  for more information and to get signed up.   
 

NOTE: We are listed as Trinity Lutheran Church.  Please be sure you have chosen our site: search Trinity Lutheran 
Church, Cook, and it will show up as Cook, MN.  Questions? Call Trinity’s office at 218-666-5965 

 
Thank You for your continued  
support for the ministries of 
Trinity.  If you are interested in 
setting up regular electronic  
payments, through your own 
bank or financial institution, 
please contact the office for 
further information.   

              218-666-5965 
info@trinitycook.org 

We are pleased to announce we have an upgraded mobile app! Vanco, our eGiving provider, has launched an updated 
mobile app called Vanco Mobile.  This new mobile app will be replacing GivePlus. With Vanco Mobile, you can send 
one-time donations or set recurring gifts. 
 
Head over to the App Store or Google Play to download Vanco Mobile for free!  Once the 
app is downloaded, just enter “Cook”  in the search box and Trinity info will be there. 
 
GivePlus Mobile will be retired as of September 30, 2021.  
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Trinity has taken responsibility for a 2-mile 
section of Hwy 53 between Cook and Orr for 
the last few years.  Crews are asked to walk 
the roadsides and collect trash at least twice 
a year (spring & fall) with vests and bags 
provided. This fall the small group consisted 
of (l to r): 
Philip Simensen,  
Lisa Simensen,  
Larry Kujala, Ron 
Maki and Bruce 
Garbisch. 

SERVANTS OF CHRIST IN THE COMMUNITY 

Cookie Bakers: Kim Marwick & Mickey Maki 

Kitchen Crew: Patti Naughton, Heather Chaulklin, Elizabeth Storm  
Lindy Wilenius, Bruce Garbisch 

Servers:  
Kate Cheney, 
Julie Horihan,  
Pr. Erika Foss, 
Heather 
Chaulklin,  
 
(not  
pictured) Crystal Phillips, Sue Gustafson, Kirsten Charlson 

Shout out to the dedicated workers 
behind the scenes of the monthly  
community meals!  Heather Chaulklin 
comes up with the menus and these 
people make it happen.  If you would 
like more information, please contact 
the church office or Heather 
Chaulklin.  The next meal will be 
served on Thursday, October 28, from 
4—6 pm. 

Thank you to all the musical volunteers who bless  
our worship with their time and talents: 
 Barb Brenna, Bruce Garbisch 
 Dale Johnson, Patti Naughton 
 Randy Swenson, Brenda Tibbetts 
 (not pictured) 
 Julie Horihan, Jane Kujala 
 Beth Sprouls, Elizabeth Storm 
 Trinity’s Pop-Up Choir 
 
Special Thanks to Bill Conger for making online viewing 
possible for those unable to attend or  
uncomfortable with in-person worship  
at this time. 



8 

Lord, Hear Our Prayers:  
Those needing healing and comfort:   
Melissa Bauer, Donna Bergman, 
Shirley Bixby, Patty Carlson, Kevin 
Cairn, Lois Garbisch, Donnie Gordon, 
Tyler Jarshaw, Tara Jarshaw, Greg Lind, Bill Mault, Carol 
McCue, Squeak McCue, Mike McCue, Shirley Nicholas, 
Bob Posch, and Louie Watt.  
 
The families of Ray Pohto as they continue to mourn his 
passing on September 19. 
 
+  Those in our community and the world still dealing 

with the loss and uncertainty of Covid.  
+   People facing medical testing, challenges, & difficult   
      situations  
+  Those serving in the armed forces: Ezra Ahlgren,  
 Carolyn Bergman,  Alan Gustafson, Tristin Gilbert, 

Erik Lappi, Matt Root, Max Pearson, Markus Udovich  
+  Those seeking Jesus Christ in their lives. 

This Week at Trinity is a weekly email sent out Thursdays 
with announcements and links to the TLC Facebook & 
YouTube pages. It includes a copy of  the bulletin for the 
upcoming Sunday service and links to other documents.  
 
If you would like to receive these regular emails from Trin-
ity please contact the office to be added to the list.  

Trinity Tribute newsletter is  available online! Links to the 
electronic version can be found at trinitycook.org and in 
This Week at Trinity.  If you are not currently receiving the 
eblast (sent Thursday afternoons), please contact to the 
office to be added to the mailing list. 
 
If you have had a recent change of address or no longer 
wish to receive a paper copy, please let the office know, 
as the post office does charge a fee for each automatic 
forwarding. 

   3 Dale Foss 

 Andrew Hartway 

  5 Shirley Bixby 

  6 Leigh Zika 

  7 Katie Aune 

10 Jeanie Wilson 

12 Troy Simpson 

13 Kayla Palm 

14 Barb Brenna 

15 Irv Gustafson 

 Mickey Maki 

 

 

18 Thile IntVeld 

19 Wendy Appleby 

 Audrey Armagost 

 Philip Simensen 

21 Rich Holm 

 Hunter Midthun 

22 Gail Anderson 

25 Michael Smith 

26 Glenn Aune 

   7 Mike & Becky Smith 

 12 Darrel & Betty Lindgren 

 15 Rob & Kim Marwick 

 17 Brian & Gail Anderson 

 20 Larry & Jane Kujala 

 Don & Marcia Price 

Sunday morning coffee sign-up 
sheets have been posted on an 
easel in the Fellowship Hall. 
Choose a Sunday to bring goodies to serve & share after 
worship.  Feel free to sign up more than once!  Thank You! 

Trinity Women of the ELCA met on September 9 for  
Bible study, followed by a meeting. The study was from 
GATHER magazine, session three, “Just Hope”.  
We want to thank Mike & Lorene Enzmann for taking a 
load of quilts to St. Paul in August; and we also want to 
thank Duane Gustafson for taking the remainder of the 
quilts to Grand Rapids in September.  We are thankful to 
all who are involved with the quilts.    
Patty Carlson has resigned as WELCA president, and we 
thank her for her leadership the last few years.  
Our next meeting and Bible study is Wednesday, October 
6, at 9:30 am. The study will be taken from the September/
October GATHER, Session One – “The gift of the Spirit: 
A Divine Goose Chase”. The focus verse will be John 
14:26; 1 Corinthians 12:7. 

Behind-the-scene workers preparing for the upcoming 
quilting sessions; making room for more quilts!  Thanks to 
Gerry Ruuska, Lorraine Carlson, and Lindy Wilenius for 
packing up for transport and cutting inserts for more quilts! 

REMINDER: Quilting will be starting again on Tuesday, October 5, 
beginning at 9 am – join us for any or all of the four weeks! 
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Trinity Lutheran Church, ELCA 

P O Box 1196 

231 Second Street SE 
Cook, MN  55723 

(Address Service Requested) 

Trinity 

Tribute 

Trinity Lutheran Church Information  
“We believe there is no person or created thing which is outside the active love and grace of God  

shown so clearly in Jesus Christ. And through the active love and grace of God,  

we, as a body of Christ, are called to invite, welcome, and care for all. ”  

Pastor: Rev. Erika Foss  

Music Director: Bailey Conger 

Financial Manager/Bookkeeper: Sue Carstens 

Secretary: Beth Sprouls 

The Trinity Tribute newsletter is published monthly to keep members and friends informed 
of church programs and to report news about the Trinity Lutheran Church community. 

Non-Profit Organization 

U.S. Postage Paid 
Permit #17 

Cook, MN 55723 

 
Sunday Worship 9:30 am 

 
(Holy Communion Each Sunday) 

Livestream Available on  
Facebook & YouTube 

Office Hours 

Mondays by appointment 

Tuesday - Thursday  9:00 am - 4:00 pm 

Phone:  218-666-5965 

Email: info@trinitycook.org 
 

Website: www.trinitycook.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/TLC.Cook.MN 

YouTube: www.youtube.com  

(Trinity Lutheran Church of Cook) 

  October  
   2021 

Trinity Lutheran 
Church 


